


At Bedford Primary School we have Guided Reading sessions for 30 minutes at least four times a week in years 2 

to 6.  Year 1 complete three 20 minute sessions a week outside of their phonic sessions.     

In each year group a wide range of different texts have been chosen carefully.  Each year group has ensured a 

variety of text types ensuring a variety of:

▪ Fiction

▪ Non Fiction

▪ Poetry

▪ Song Lyrics

Our Guided Reading Curriculum supports learning in English writing sessions and the Wider Curriculum subjects.

We have developed a diverse reading curriculum that ensures pupils have access to high-quality and challenging 

texts which support pupils to become confident readers and allow them to succeed in life.   



Pupils will work on a number of different skills in each session including: 

▪ Speaking and Listening 

▪ Focussed discussions

▪ Decoding unfamiliar words 

▪ Understanding meanings of unfamiliar words and phrases

▪ Understanding Author intent and discussing the impact of specific words or phrases

▪ Using background knowledge to help understanding

▪ Reading for meaning  

▪ Summarising 

▪ Prediction 

▪ Vocabulary

▪ Understanding of text structure 

▪ Inference 

▪ Comprehension 

▪ Making links between texts and author’s work 



Staff use the Scarborough Reading Rope during Guided Reading sessions to support them with planning the 

sessions.



Fiction Non fiction Poetry Song lyrics

Feelings: It’s Good to be me:

Pictures showing different feelings and putting 
feelings on scales 

Give me a hug by Grace Nichols 

Hungry by Michael Rosen 

Julia Donaldson:

Biography on Julia Donaldson 

Posh Paint by Nick Sharrett Out of this world:

Down by the dustbins by Michael Rosen 

Give me a house by Charles Causley 

There was once a whole world in the scarecrow by 
Brian Patten 

Poetry:

Traditional Tales: Leap like Leopard by John Foster

The Three Little Pigs Today by Michael Rosen 

The Three Little Pigs by Marian Swinger

(nursery rhyme)

Description of wolves from different stories 



Fiction Non fiction Poetry Song lyrics

Friendship: Villains:

We found a hat by Jon Klassen Information text on barn owls and owls in fiction

Differences between Frogs and Toads information 
text

Owl porridge recipe 

Frog and Toad by Arnold Lobel - The Swim and the 
Kite 

Fable - The fox and the stork 

You’ve Got a Friend in Me by Randy Newman 

Animals:

Information text on monkeys and monkeys in fictions

Information text on animals found in the garden

Nature Trail by Benjamin Zephaniah 

The Enormous Crocodile by Roald Dahl opening 

Cats Sleep Anywhere by Eleanor Farjeon

Beautifully different, wonderfully the same by Joseph 
Coelho

From a Railway Carriage by Robert Louis Stevenson 



Fiction Non fiction Poetry Song lyrics

Twisted Fairy Tales: Our Planet Earth: 

Hansel and Gretel Sir David Attenborough information text 

Jack and the Beanstalk Roald Dahl Revolting Rhymes Don’t let them Disappear by Chelsea Clinton

Fairy Tale Search Here we Are by Oliver Jeffers 

Biography of Anthony Browne Names by Brian Moses 

Voices in the Park Guardians of the Planet - how to be an Eco hero by Clive 
Gifford 

Frogs and toads information text Extracts from Fantastically Great Women - Mary Seacole 
and Anita Roddick 

Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer Ocean Meets Sky by the Fan Brothers 

Links to wider curriculum: Community: 

The Sound Collector by Roger McGough Count on Me by Bruno Mars

Skeletons information text How Far I’ll go from Moana 

I was born in the Stone Age  by Michael Rosen Life is a Highway by Rascal Flatts 

Factfile on compost Isn’t my Name Magical by James Berry 

Roald Dahl: My Shadow by Robert Louis Stevenson 

Biography of Roald Dahl 

The Three Little Pigs Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl

The Witches by Roald Dahl opening 

Anisha Accidental Detective by Serena Patel opening

Go Kart by Michael Rosen 



Fiction Non fiction Poetry Song lyrics

Eugenie Clarke - Women who changed the world - Marine 
biologist

Environment:

Lost Happy Endings: Extract from Frozen Planet II

After the Fall by Dan Santat In my Job I get to study the Narwal’s tusk 

Little Red and Wolf Revolting rhyme - Roald Dahl Our frozen worlds - WWF

The Tear Thief by Carole Ann Duffy Amazing tales of world’s greatest adventures 

Princess Blankets by Carole Ann Duffy Frostheart by Jamie Littler opening 

Matilda by Hilarie Belloc The Heroic Five by Grant Parkstone 

Villains: Celebration of Me:

Evil like me - Descendants The Colour of Home by Hoffman 

Extract of description of Miss Trunchball from 
Matilda and Count Carlstein extract by Phillip Pullman

The New Girl by Tony Braham 

The Not Bad animals - wolf and spider What not to do when you turn invisible by Ross Welford 
opening

Spider and the Fly Poem Reflection from Mulan 

The Giant Spider and the baby spider Lean on Me by Bill Withers 

Lost Without You by Freya Ridings 

Daffodils by William Wordsworth 



Fiction Non fiction Poetry Song lyrics

It’s good to be different: Amazing David Almond:

Beautiful by Christina Aguilera David Almond biography 

This is Me from Greatest Showman My Dad’s a birdman by David Almond opening 

Who you are by Jessie J Text by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

I don’t wanna be by Gavin DeGraw Inspiration:

Bridge Over Troubled Water Interview with a NASA scientist 

New Boy by Gareth Owen Invictus by William Henley 

What is Treacher Collins Syndrome? Extracts from Queer heroes by Arabelle Sicardi 

Interview with RJ Palacio The Charge of the Light Brigade by Lord Tennyson 

Blue Planet: Nightmail by WH Auden 

Oceans of the world from Blue Planet II Whispers of a Ghost:

The coral reef information text House with chicken legs by Sophie Anderson opening 

Coral Reef by Claire Bevan Hamlet comic strip by Marcia Williams opening 

The NOT so bad animals Last Chance Hotel by Nicki Thornton opening 

Big Book of the Blue Water Tower by Gary Crew 

Great explorer Nellie Bly biography Fast Car by Tracy Chapman 

This book is not rubbish - ideas for better looking after 
the planet 

Tyger by SF Said 

Malamander by Thomas Taylor opening extract Wild Boy by Rob Lloyd Jones opening 



Fiction Non fiction Poetry Song lyrics

Extracts from Such Stuff by Michael Morpurgo The Wider World and its People 

Friendship Prisoners of Geography (Russia, USA and Brazil)

Defying Gravity from Wicked The Irish Potato Famine (A History of Liverpool)

Bridge over troubled water - Grenfell version Refugees by Brian Bilston

Freedom and Imprisonment Mother Country by Richard Blanco 

Nelson Mandela biography Things we Carry on the Sea by Wing Pang 

A Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela 
autobiography extract 

Animals 

Folsom Prison Blues by Johnny Cash Pax by Jenny Pennypacker opening 

The Warden by Old Crow Medicine Show Endangered animals text 

The Young Elites by Marie Lu opening extract Migration by Mike Unwin 

The Caged Bird by Mary Angelou A street dog named Pup by Gill Lewis opening 

Magic and Supernatural Blake’s Tyger revisited by Michaela Morgan

A pinch of Magic by Michelle Harrison opening Moving on

I am Number Four by Pittacus Lore opening Breakaway by Kelly Clarkson 

The Uk’s most haunted locations text 

The Dream Snatcher by Abi Elphinstone opening 

The Listeners by Walter De La Mare 

The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes 


